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CASs struggle to meet needs of children and families in face of government cut-backs

At a news conference in Toronto today, the Ontario Association of Children’s Aid Society (OACAS) reported that the funding strategy for Children’s Aid Societies threatens to undermine their capacity to protect children and in some cases, to meet even the minimum standards of the Child and Family Service Acts.
“Hastings CAS is concerned that the government’s funding allocations, announced June 26 of this year, could have an impact on services to children and families, community partners, foster parents and  staff,” said Mark Kartusch, HCAS Director of Services.  “In all probability, the negative affects of the funding strategy will be felt at agencies right across the province.”

Kartusch said that 49 of the province’s 53 CASs – including Hastings Children’s Aid Society - face overall shortfalls provincially in the amount of $67 million, with some agencies facing shortfalls of up to 30% of costs. 
Hastings Children's Aid Society has been provided with a funding allocation which is $628,726 short of its forecasted expenditures for the 2009-2010 year.  The Society is concerned about the impact that this reduction may have on the children and families served by the Society. Kartusch said the local Society is part of a group of 36 CASs across Ontario currently appealing their budget allocation with the Minister of Children and Youth Services.  

In addition to investigation and protection of children, CASs provide guidance, care, and prevention, foster and adoption services in support of families and children.  
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Kartusch said the local Society shares the concerns of the OACAS and its member agencies that, without sufficient funding, some Societies may find it necessary to contemplate cuts to core services.    “Over the past ten years, the costs of child welfare have increased substantially due to two major reforms – the Child Welfare Reform and the Child Welfare Transformation.  We’re supporting our provincial association in asking that the government fund the changes to services it spearheaded since the 1990s,” he said.  
“Hastings Children’s Aid Society has over a century of experience serving children, youth and families,” Kartusch said.  “We work with at-risk children every day and are the experts at providing the right services and supports to help families overcome their difficulties. But adequate funding to Ontario’s CASs is needed to allow us to continue delivering the quality of service necessary to help those who need our help most.” 
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