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Hastings CAS salutes unsung heroes…

Last weekend, Hastings Children’s Aid Society honoured the 218 families who share their homes and hearts with children in care at its annual Foster Family Appreciation Events in North and South Hastings.

“Foster parents are the unsung heroes of our community,” said HCAS Resources Supervisor, Sylvia Pearsall, chair of this year’s event in South Hastings. “They do so much and deserve to hear first hand how much we appreciate the truly amazing role they play in helping children and families in our community.” 

Annually, the third week in October is Foster Family Week in Canada – a week for the entire community to recognize the many extraordinary families in Hastings County who open their homes and their hearts to children who have suffered maltreatment and are desperately in need a stable, loving home.”

At the Society’s Foster Parent Appreciation Events – held Friday, October 23 in North Hastings and Saturday, October 24 in South Hastings - foster parents were recognized for long service and several special categories.

Highlights of the evening included the presentation of the HCAS Board of Director’s Award to Lynda and Al Norman; the North Hastings Foster Parents’ Association Award to Maureen Morgan and South Hastings Foster Parent Awards to  Frances McEvoy and to Jeannine Picard.
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Currently, the Society provides substitute care to over 440 children and youth who need the special attention, love and care of a foster family.  Last year, Hastings Children’s Aid Society provided more than 1600 families in Hastings County with child welfare services and parenting supports cope with stress, poverty, addiction or mental health problems. 

“We work hard in providing services and parenting supports so children can remain with their families,” said HCAS Director of Service, Mark Kartusch.  “However, when children can’t remain at home because of serious concerns for their safety and protection, we rely on our foster parents – the backbone of our child protection work – to provide safe, loving, secure homes.”
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Attention Media:

Attached are profiles of four of the foster parents recognized at the 2009 Foster Parent Recognition Events.  To arrange an interview with the foster parents profiled, please contact Sylvia Pearsall at 613-962-9291, ext. 2375.
