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Hastings CAS Celebrates Foster Family Week 

October 18 - 24
Fostering brings caring and compassionate people and the kids who need them together.    
HCAS Executive Director, Len Kennedy, says providing foster care is a demanding role which must sometimes feel like a thankless task to the families involved.  

“Often children in care have had experiences that make it difficult for them to give a lot back to their caregivers.  But foster families can and do make an incredible difference to the lives of these young people.”

The week of October 18 to 24 is Foster Family Week – a week for Hastings CAS and the entire community to recognize the many extraordinary families in Hastings County who open their homes and their hearts to children who have suffered maltreatment and are desperately in need a stable, loving home.”

Hastings CAS works very hard to help children remain with their families.  Last year, more than 1600 families in Hastings County received child welfare services and parenting supports to cope with stress, poverty, addiction or mental health problems.
When children cannot remain at home because of serious concerns about their safety and protection, they come into the care of the Society, which makes every effort to give each child in need of protection a family and a home. 
…/2
Media Release

October 14, 2009

Page 2 of 2

Currently, the Society provides substitute care to over 440 children and youth who need the special attention, love and care of a foster family. 
Since 2000, when neglect was added to the Child and Family Services Act, the number of foster families has increased only marginally, while the number of children in need of protection has increased considerably. Even with 218 foster families in Hastings County, there are still not enough homes available to provide temporary shelter to all the children coming into care who cannot remain with their families.  
According to Janet Vintinner, HCAS Resource Supervisor and chair of the Society’s current recruitment campaign, the Society has an ongoing need for nurturing, flexible and understanding people to foster older youth and sibling groups. 
“Foster families work with our staff as part of a team to develop a plan for each child in care and we provide training and supports to our new and existing foster families,” explained Vintinner
South Hastings foster families will be honoured Saturday, October 24, at the Greek Hall and in North Hastings, Friday, October 23, at the Fox and Hound Restaurant.
“The annual Foster Parent Appreciation events bring together foster parents, staff and board members during Foster Family Week,” said Sylvia Pearsall, chairperson of this year’s event in South Hastings.  “The evening allows us to properly recognize the vital role our foster parents play in helping children in our care learn, grown and develop loving and trusting relationships.”  

Highlights of the annual events include the presentation of the Board of Director’s Award and the Foster Parent Association Award and the announcement of the Foster Parent of the Year in South Hastings, Quinte West and North Hastings.
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Media Note:

To arrange an interview with a foster family or for interviews/photo opportunities at the Society’s Foster Parent Appreciation Events in North or South Hastings, please contact Pat Gamble at Hastings Children’s Aid Society at 613-962-9291, ext. 2245

