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St. Michael’s students yelled their hearts out to help prevent child abuse                                                                                                

Over 60 grade two, three and four students used their voices to help prevent child abuse at the launch of the Child Abuse Prevention Campaign and Use Your Voice Challenge, hosted by Belleville City Councillor and Quinte Broadcasting Sports Director, Jack Miller, October 1 at St. Michael’s Catholic School in Belleville.
St. Michael’s Vice Principal, Darcey French, welcomed everyone, saying that the good work of the Hastings Children’s Aid Society is important to him, not only in his role as an educator, but also because he is a member of the Society’s Board of Directors.
In his remarks, HCAS Executive Director, Len Kennedy, thanked the Society’s staff, foster families and volunteers for the vital role they play everyday in protecting children and helping families.
“But we can’t do the work alone.  We need everyone to use their voices and report suspected cases of child abuse.”
Chris Costello, Executive Director of the Quinte Children’s Foundation, thanked the community for their on going support of the Foundation’s child abuse prevention and parenting programs, citing examples such as the Playing for Keeps program, the QCF’s Reach for Success Scholarships, the Sleep Safe Baby Program and the Triple P Parenting Program as necessary community supports designed to protect children and help families.
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Then things got really noisy for the 2nd annual Use Your Voice Challenge. Organized by the Hastings CAS and the Quinte Children’s Foundation, the challenge – hosted by Rock 107’s morning show co-host, Scotty LaLonde and Orlena Cain, the newest member of Mix 97s Morning Crew - had St. Michael’s gym rocking, with students shouting out the campaign’s slogan, Use Your Voice, as loudly as they could into a decibel measurement device, operated by Leigh Ann Forrest of Helix Hearing Care Centre.
It was a close fought  and at times, earsplitting battle, but in the end, it was the students of Barb White and Olivette Larose’s class who walked away with the 2009 Use Your Voice trophy and bragging rights as the class with the loudest voice against child abuse at St. Michael’s.  Jennifer McCoy’s class came in a very close second and right behind them, Carol Ann Sabean’s class. 
Every October is Child Abuse Prevention Month in Ontario.  Hastings Children’s Aid Society and the Quinte Children’s Foundation encourage everyone to learn the signs of child abuse and neglect and to use their voice to report suspected cases of abuse.   For more information on Child Abuse Prevention Month, the signs of child abuse and what you can do to help stop the cycle of silence, visit www.hastingscas.org or call Hastings Children’s Aid Society at 613-962-9291.
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